EDUCATION   FOR   A   WORLD   ADRIFT

It might be improved if every elector had an opportunity
of learning something about its nature and scope, and if
perhaps the newly elected City or County Councillor,
instead of being thrown headlong into his duties, to learn
slowly what the sea is like by swimming in it, was given
some instruction in the character and variety of this vast
ocean; if, in fact, we did for our municipal rulers, as much
as we do for an A.R.P. Warden; for local government is
as complicated and important as fire-fighting. But this is
a matter for Adult Education, hitherto so neglected in
this country. At present we either fail to give our citizens
the knowledge which citizens need, or push into the schools
as much of it as we can manage, upsetting their curriculum
and giving it at an age when it cannot be digested. We act
like people who should try to give their children in a week
all the food they require for a year; a method which might
seem to save time and trouble, but would not improve
digestion, efficiency or health. Some day, no doubt, we
shall abandon this practice and give everyone a chance of
thinking, about life when he is facing it and about its
problems when he has to solve them. When that day
comes, we shall stop one of the chief sources of educational
waste and inefficiency, and make the greatest advance in
our history towards the creation of an educated democracy.

But even when *civics' is taught and taught at the right
age, our task is only beginning. Knowledge of political
institutions, interest in social problems and current events
will not of themselves make good citizens. Pascal says,
c How far it is from the knowledge to the love of God!' We
may say, 'How far it is from civics to citizenship!' We
must not make the error of Socrates and think that know-
ledge is virtue, or that duties are peVformed because they
are known. To study the outlines of the government^ the
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